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Washington State Commission on Pesticide Registration
June 8, 2016
Tumwater, WA

Chair Judson Hedine Presiding


The meeting was called to order at 10:05 AM.

Commissioners: Judson Hedine, Astrid Goplen, Harvey Yoshida, Sally Buckingham, Mark Knutzen, Brian Dixon, Mike Warjone, Terry Whitworth, Wayne Clifford , Erik Johannsen, Lisa Nevin,  Kevin Berendsen.

Teleconference attendees: Ann George, Laura Lavine

Guests: Jamie Baker, Heather Hanson

Staff Present: Alan Schreiber and Lori Anderson 

Introductions:

Chair Jud introduced the two new Commissioners, Sally Buckingham from Labor and Industries and Lisa Nevin, the  new WSU representative. She is the Research Leader in Entomologist from USDA-ARS
.
Public Comment/Minutes: 

Chair Jud asked for a motion to accept the minutes.

Mark brought up that on page two of the minutes that the sentence after the motion to change 16PN39 to 16AN39 and 16AN39 to 16AN16.


	Mike moves to pass the minutes.  Mark seconded the motion.  All approved.  The motion passed unanimously.







Financial Report:

Alan stated that since we are at the end of the year, the 2015-2016 budget has stayed the same, the commission has not spent any money on the tour at this time. Administration Contract, WSU fiscal specialists, the checking account balance, and travel expenses for this month along with the tour budget are included in the expense report. 

Correct the mistake on the budget by changing the date from 2013 to 2015.  Alan explained to the new commissioners how the WSCPR funds are spent and how the funding process works.

Chair Jud asked for a motion to accept the financial report.

Mark moved to approve the financial report. Erik seconded the motion. All Approved.  The motion passed unanimously. 








Administrator’s Report

Alan went over what happened at the last meeting, and how hard the minutes were to write-harder than a usual meeting.  Alan explained how the billing process works with the other agencies we work with.  Alan explained how proposals can sit at those agencies desks waiting for signatures/approvals.  

Jud wanted to discuss putting $38,000 towards the three proposals stated above, how should we divide these funds?  Funding all three or two or one or none at this time?  Alan asks Ann about her thought, she responds, stay the course with what we have approved at the past meeting.   Just because it is an emergency does not mean that they receive the funds.  Jud and Alan asked the other commissioners how they want to decide on how to divide the money, this is more of a policy issue.  Terry wants to know about keeping money in reserve or use all the money towards projects?  Alan explained that we have 22 days left in our fiscal year and what is in the best interest of those we are trying to serve?  Harvey agrees with this, as does Eric, so he is requesting funds for the top two proposals plus $5000 to distribute to the EPA travel expenses.  Laura has a question about the funds for next year.  The monies that are needed for EPA would not come out of the next fiscal year.  Laura would like to fund the first two proposals, and the third a small amount or nothing. 

Chair Jud askes for a motion to fund the proposals. 

	Eric Johannsen moves to pass the motion to support 16AN16 and 16PN14 fully and 16PN39 at $8,015. Harvey Yoshida seconded the motion.  All approved.  The motion passed unanimously.






2016 WSCPR Tour

Alan did a small orientation about the tour, explaining the agenda for the three full days.  Harvey has asked who is doing the tour at Mercer Canyons; Todd Crosby, Alan replied.  Lisa Nevans would like to join the tour for the first day.  As a commissioner, she will be would be representing the WSCPR. Eric would like Alan to look at Colony Health for the Bee issue on the Agenda for the Tour. Alan agreed with Eric’s suggestion.

Alan needs some input regarding public/private people attendees for the tour.  Sally would like to bring more from L and I, but Alan would like some balance between the private and public sector, we have a surplus of public sector people wanting to attend.  We would like more people that have are high value in the legislation and higher institutions. The drawback at this time is no one from the EPA has signed up for the tour due to lack of travel funds.  Alan asks if the Commission has any thoughts toward helping out with the costs of paying for travel by EPA.

Ann would like to get groups interested in a scholarship fund, bringing two to three people on to the tour that are in key decision making positions. Can we come up with enough donations? Alan has one organization already interested in doing this. 

Harvey asked how much surplus money does the Commission have, $43,000.00 Alan replied.  Alan then explained that the emergency proposal for the oyster was not submitted as he had expected.  Alan explained to the new commissioners about the three proposals that the Commission is considering supporting that were the highest ranking proposals not funded at the last funding meeting.   Harvey asked about a number in mind for the two to three EPA people to come to the tour.  Mike asked how this would work with invoicing and or could we support someone for next year.  We are not allowed to pick who can come on to the tour.  Terry asks how we get outside people to come to our tour, we are government to government so EPA would allow this.

Erik told the Commissioners that the EPA has a lot of new staff and there is a steep learning curve, if we could get someone from minor use and emergency staff on the tour this would help. Harvey agrees with Ann regarding the scholarship, it is critical that we get someone that is influential from the EPA, Ann agrees, but we have too different issues from other states.  Heather has two thoughts, how can we increase support from other organizations and how can we get the right people from EPA?

Alan suggests that perhaps the WSCPR could contribute $5000.00 for the travel of 3 people; and we could accept the funds from other organizations that would contribute to this effort.

Chair Jud askes for a motion to increase the budget to pay for EPA travel.
	Mike Knutzen moves to increase the budget for the WSCPR tour by $5,000.  Ann George seconded the motion.   The motion passed unanimously.




-




Alan was instructed to seek out travel funds from other organizations to support EPA travel to the WSCPR tour.

Administrative services for 2016-2017

At the June 8th, 2016 meeting of the WSCPR, the Chair called for an executive session to discuss extending the contract with Alan Schreiber dba as Agriculture Development Group, Inc to provide administrative services. 

After some discussion, Ann George moved to extend the contract with ADG as WSCPR Administrator for one year and to include in our Policies and Procedures manual the proposal presented by Richard McCartan of the State Attorney General’s office regarding the Administrator also being a grant applicant.

Mike Warjone seconded the motion.

Motion was approved unanimously, and the open meeting was resumed.


Policy and Procedures

Jud tells the new commissioners that we have started working on updating our Policy and Procedures for the WSCPR Handbook.  Alan told the commissioners that it has been thirteen years since the last time it had been updated, since then many items have evolved, such as meetings going from 6 times a year to 4 a year. Alan gives another example of the changes per Richard McCartan, stating that only the commissioners can rate the new proposals coming in.

Mike was asking how Alan can help with the proposals and still show that the commission is operating in a fair way.   Alan explains how the process is completed and how several people are involved, keeping any special treatment to zero. 

Alan will get the handbook up to date and will accept the changes at our next meeting on September 21 2016.

Other Business

There are three open positions available for Commissioners on the WSCPR board.  Jamie Barker is interested in the Food Processor position, Ben Barstow is looking at a person of interest for the Wheat Commission position, and the nursery and landscape industry is looking for a replacement for their position.

Chair Jud asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 2:15.


	Kevin Berendsen moved to adjourn the meeting.  Astrid Goplen seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously  The meeting adjourned at 2:15
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