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Washington State Commission on Pesticide Registration
Sept. 29, 2015
WSU Prosser, WA
Chair Harvey Yoshida Presiding


The meeting was called to order at 10:16 AM.

Commissioners: Harvey Yoshida, Astrid Goplen, Kevin Berendsen, Jeanne McNeil, Gary Smith, Doug Walsh, Jud Hedine, Erik Johansen, Ann George, Brian Dixon, Keith Oliver and Mark Knutzen

Staff Present: Alan Schreiber and Heather Stiegelmeyer 

Guest Present: 

Introductions/Public Comments/Minutes 

Introduction of Brian Dixon as new Department of Ecology representative.


Administrator’s Report

Chairman Yoshida asked if there were any public comments?

Added Jud Hedine to previous minutes. 

Erik Johansen requested to have an additional comment added to the previous meeting minutes, in the new business section.

Chairman Yoshida asked for a motion to approve previous mins with updates.

Jud Hedine move to approve previous meeting minutes with updates. Erik Johansen seconded.  All approved. Motion passed unanimously. 







Alan- Financial Report/Tour report

Budget and Expenditures explanation.  Check detail, budget and tour budget. 


Chairman Yoshida asked if the commission can set up a PayPal account. Alan stated yes, but we would only use it once a year for the tour.  

Chairman Yoshida stated we will see how it goes, if there are more credit card transactions, we will consider it.

Alan proceeded with the check detail explanation and 2015 Tour expenses.

Chairman Yoshida asked for a motion to approve financials and check reports.
Mark Knutzen moved to approve current financials. Ann George seconded,   All approved. Motion passed unanimously. 




Administrators Report

Alan held a teleconference for new commission members on September 28th.  Brian Dixon, Mike Warjone joined us. Jeanne McNeil also attended the call, to assist in welcoming the new members and providing additional information on the Commission 

Alan stated he attended the IR-4 Chicago meetings.  Doug Walsh was also in attendance.  

Chairman Yoshida asked if there were any significant Washington projects that were funded.  
Mark Knutzen asked what the current IR-4 budget is.  Alan stated that it’s a complicated break down of the budget, but around $6-7 million.  

Tour

Alan went over 2015 tour budget and explained expenses.  He stated we saved money in several areas.  He stated we had more public sector attendees pay this year.

Chairman Yoshida said the $3,000 remaining will go into the Bank of America account.

Alan explained what attendees thought of the tour. He went over the comments and summary of ratings. Over all we had very good ratings for the tour. 

Jeanne McNeil said the tour was great. A little grueling, better than last year. Not a lot of time to get out and look at certain topics.  The bus tour gives an overall view of topics we couldn’t spend much time on. 

Mark Knutzen also said the tour was great, I would like to do the whole thing.  One comment- not have such a big meal after the crab feed. There was a lot of food that was not eaten. 





Expiring Terms

Alan went over current commissioners list, we have 4 terms expiring.
Ben Barstow is not returning, working on candidate- Randy Suess may replace him.  Mark Knutzen. Ann George, Kevin B. have all agreed to another term, new board member Mike Warjone (forestry) has been added.  Brian Dixon will be our new Department of Ecology representative. 

Alan stated by next meeting Heather will be revamping the website. Modern and current, with new pictures, content and more visually appealing. This will also allow the Commission full control of designing the site. We are currently looking for a better hosting plan and different prices. The goal will be to eliminate the middleman and do all the updates and design ourselves. 


2015 Legislative Agenda for WSCPR

Alan asked if there is anything we want brought up?  Change our name? Ask for more money? Change our mandate?

We went from $1 million a year to $455,000 in funding.  We could ask for an increase based of this. 

Since 1999 we have never felt secure enough to go back to legislature of people coming in taking our money away or redirect us.  Policy has been to keep our head down.  Every year I ask if we want to change anything?  Chairman Yoshida asked wouldn’t want to see more money than change our name?

Chairman Yoshida asked if there should be any further discussion on funding and name change. There was no further discussion. 
Chairman Yoshida asked what about funding? 

Alan asked how important is it if we want more money?  Jeanne McNeil stated where would that money go?  Alan said the money would go to WSU.  We became part of WSU’s base budget with understanding that we would get the cut too.  Jeanne McNeil asked does that become a dedicated fund in WSU? Alan, depends on the rules it’s subjected too.   We could have a second pool of money that is not affiliated with WSU based budget. 
By our next meeting we need to have a plan together on how to do this. Alan stated I would not advocate not being a part of WSU.  If we did get some new money, we would not have it subjected to being a part of their base budget.  

Laura Lavine presented information on Grand Challenge.  

Alan asked is this an idea that we want to explore? Look into and have me look into it? Jud Hedine asked is there any needed research that is not being done due to decrease in funding?  Alan stated yes, probably. We will not be funding as many projects as last time but there will be a lot of request. Mark Knutzen asked do you feel our budget is relevant? Alan stated if we got more money we would get more proposals or great dollar request. 

Erik Johansen said he agrees with Alan, that this last funding meeting that there were proposals that did not get funded if we had normal funding that would have been funded. Is that enough evidence to get more funding?  Do we go through two years of short funding to get more evidence? 

Chairman Yoshida asked to start dialog with the WSU person. Alan said we would need to start doing more than that. Chairman Yoshida asked do we even try to go for it?  Alan stated he will work on this and get back to Harvey.  See if we logistically do it. Otherwise wait until December. 



Review of FY 2016 WSCPR Request for Proposals


RFP discussion. Meeting Dec. 15-16 at Cattleman’s Association Moses Lake. Deadline for proposals in Nov. 24th.  Goal is to get them to Commissioners by Dec. 1st  Laura will send it out to WSU group- Alan will be sending out to commodity groups. 

Alan pointed out that there is nothing in the RFP that precludes a proposal on cannabis.  Do we want to exclude or deal with it when it comes in? Chairman Yoshida- because of the WSU connection?  Ann George said we need to put in the RFP that we can only fund on crops that are federally legal. We are in the WSU budget that administers the funds. 
Erik Johansen said we need to see if there is a way work around before we say no. 

Chairman Yoshida asked if there are any changes or edits?  Change page numbers. 

Pollinator Update- Erik Johansen 

MP3 discussion- Managed Pollinator Protection Plan

Not a law or rulemaking- more pest management practices and good practices. Presentations will be up on our website. Been doing outreach, want to form a smaller working committee.  If  any Commissioners are interested, we can give you a clear over view of what we are working on.   

Other Business

Alan said will see if the commodity groups will support increase of funding for us.  Will be getting back to Harvey to decide if we need a full commission meeting or exec. Meeting.  Jeanne McNeil said take this year and next budget see if they resonance with the legislators. 

Alan addressed the meeting attendance issues.  We have had a few commissioners that have not been to a meeting in over a year. What is our policy and how can we implement it.  
If you miss 3 out of 4 meetings, a letter will go to your nominating board. 





Chairman Yoshida asked for motion to change the meeting attendance policy as stated in the motion. 

Jeanne McNeil made the motion that the Executive Director, the Chair or the Chair’s designee contact the nominating sector of any Commissioner who has missed three consecutive meetings and ascertain if the organization wishes to continue its representation on the Washington State Commission on Pesticide Registration board.  Jud Hedine seconded the motion.  The motion pass unanimously. 







Call in- Presentation of Ninth Circuit Court Decision- Rachel Lattimore, Vice President and Senior Counsel, CropLife America.  Case #

Chairman Yoshida asked for further comments, moved to adjourn.


Meeting Adjourned- 1:47PM
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